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Bs wp THE 


Charch of CHRIST, 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


Auditory that ſtatedly ns my 

N I wiſh all Grace; Mer- 

and Peace from God our Fa- 

; er, and from the Lord "Fw 
Chriſt. 


en EN I preached this Sermon PA 
nel, you on the Faſt-day, I had no 

Thoughts of its ever appearing in 
 Publick; but being defired by your united Re- 
queſt, as a Church, and many of the Audi 
ror y, J am willing fo 3 you with it, 
otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe it bud never been ſent . in 


215 Manner. 


Iny 22 e bad fall into ſome abler 
Hands on this Occaſion, it might have ap- 
peared much more to Advantage, but ] hope 
my fincere and honeſt view in it, will make 
up for that. 


As far as 1 9% I have collected my 


Thoughts, and given you as near as poſſible, 


what I then delivered from the Pulpit, I 
| know the Love of many of you to Chriſt, and 
your Concern for his Glory, and the Continu- 


ance of his Goſpel among/t you, layeth at your 
Hearts; and I would alſo hope you are ſenſi- 


_ 'bly touched with the declenſions Y, the Day, 
and Age in which You live ; and alſo how far 
we are concerned in it; may the preſent Pro- 


vidence we are now under, by 'the means of 
this unnatural Rebellion, be ſo bleſſed and 


ſanctiſied to you, and to all that have an Ear 
70 hear, ſo as to lay hold of a departing God, 


by Prayer and Supplication. For this End 


and Purpoſe, you know, 1 have of late ſpake 
my Mind very freely to you, from the Words 
FI Sam. iv. and the former Part of the 


* verſe, Lo, Eli fat upon a Seat by the 
way fide, wat ching: for his Heart trem- 


* for the Ark of God. May it be with 


you, 


. — 7 * 
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.. On . 


you, Sirs, as it was with this good Man, to 
have the principal Concern of your Hearts 
for the Ark of God, more than your Corn 


and Wine and Oil; its a dreadful Thing to 
have God's Glory depart from a Land, or to 


have his Intereſt, as the Ark once was, to 
fall into the Enemies Hands. (We have had 
Reaſon to fear that this might be our Caſe; ; 


but the Lord's Hand ſeemeth to be towards 


ws ftill in Mercy. And he can make this 


Attempt of our Enemies, to be as ſore a 
udgment upon them in the End, as it was 
to the Philiftines, and their God, when 


Dagon fell before it, and God ſmote them 


with Emerods even Aſbdod and the Coaſts 


thereof. For our God is terrible out of his 


Holy Place, Pfel. Ixviii. 3 7. 


Dark as this Diſpenſation hath appeared, 
(though in its beginnings ſmall like the Prophets 
Clouds, 1 Kings xvii. 44.) yet the Lord hath 
edged it with ſome bright Beams of his Mercy 
to his People, the Rainbow is round about the 
Throne; and though Darkneſs may ſometi mes 


cover his Church; yet Light fhall ariſe out of 


it, her Day and Night is the Lord's; let ns 
not be too ſecure, do not think becauſe the Lord 
hath fruſtrated ſome of the Deſigns of your 


Enemies, all is over, you may ftill ſee more 
and darker Clouds, and therefore be upon your 


Latch, 


(vi) 
Watch. Alis in the Hand and under the 
Management of. that King whoſe Name is the 


Lord of Hoſt; Out of him came forth the 


Corner, out of him the Nail, out of him 
the Battel-bow, out of him every Oppreſſor 


together, Zech. x. 4. We bave been at eaſe 


in Zion; and ] hope that the Lord hath by 
this Voice of bis awakened and ſtirred us up, 
and united us together, as one Man to oppoſe 
this Helliſb Deſign. 


Tf any Thing in this Sermon, had a Ten- 
dency in the Hand of the Eternal Spirit, to 
excite your love to God and Gr „and his 
Goſpel's Cauſe and Intereſt, and fill your 
Hearts with an holy Zeal for God and his 
Glory, let hin 4 all the Praiſe of it ; its 
with Pleaſure that T know ſome of you are 
ready i, called, to face your Enemies, in the 


Service of King George; and would 8 > 
ly go forth like them of old, with the Sword 

of the Lord and of Gideon; your Subjection 
unto Cbriſt; the beſt, the wiſe eft, the moſt. 
powerful and loving of Kings, is no let to 
you, if called to follow the Lamb into the 


Field of Battle, for your Religion and your 


Liberties. An experimental Acquaintance 
with Chriſt as your Righteouſneſs, and his 
Blood as the Price of your Redemption, and 
his ws: as your Samctiſier and Comforter, 


and 
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and his Word as your Guide (the good old 
Dofrines of the Reformation) will make you 
as it did the Worthies of old, to put your 
Enemies to Flight. Heaven-born Souls make 


the beſt of Soldiers, they edge their Swords 


with Prayer at God's Altar, and then they 


go forth in God's Strength and do valiantly ; 


and bleſſed be God we have ſome ſuch to my 
knowledge in our Armies at this Time ; would 
to God that there Numbers were greater, 


they are the Salt of that Part of the Earth. 


' What a crying Sin is it, that in ſuch 
a Nation as ours, that Curſing, Swearing, 
and calling upon God for Damnation, is ſo 
rampant in our Streets, and amongſt our 
Sailors and Soldiers; and I could wiſh that 
our Admirals and Generals were not herein 
a Pattern for them; they dare not check 
them, for in ſo doing they would condemn 
themſelves as the Apoſtle Paul ſaith Rom. 
ii. 1. La it is, and ſhould be for a Lamen- 


lation, that the higher Powers which are or- 


dained of God, do not execute Judgment a- 
gainſt theſe Evil-doers, as they are bound by 
God's Commands and the Laws of the Land 


fo to do; may ſuch think more of that Paſ- 


ſage of the Apoſtle, they are Miniſters of 
God to execute Wrath upon them that do Evil, 


Rom. xiv. 4. May we, my Brethren and 


Friends 


: | 0 viii) 

Fri ends, by all the Diſpenſari ons of God to- 
wards this Nation in general, and us in par- 
ticular, be taught. by it, and revived. under 
it, ſo as to hear. the Pace of this Rod, and 
who hath appointed it, is the Defire | of your _ 


nworthy Brother, Briend and Servant in the 
Miniſtry of Chriſt, 


William Bentley. 


ISAIAH 


my 


| 18 A IAH vii. from ver 1. to ver. 7. 
And it came to paſs in the Days of 


Ahaz, the Son of Jotham, the 
' Son of Uzziah, King of Judah, 
that Rezin, the King of Syria, 
and Pekah, the Son of F Rematiah, 
King of Iſrael, went up rowards 
Jeruſalem tc war againſt it, but 

could not prevail againſt it. 
And it was told the Houſe of David, 
ſaying, Syria is confederate wi 45 
Ephraim. And his Heart was 
moved, and the Heart of bis 
People, as the Trees of the M. 00d 
are moved with the Wind. 

Then ſaid the Lozp unto Iſaiah, Go 
forth now to meet Ahaz, thou and 
Shearjaſhub zhy Son, at the End 
5. 11 8 7 
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1 the Conduit of the upper Pool | 
in the PF 9; of the Fullers 
Field. | 
And ſay unto 51 n, Take beed and be 
quiet ; fear not, neither be faint- 
hearted, for the two Tails of 
theſe | fnoking Firebrands, for | 
the ferbe Anger of Rezin with 
Io and of. the Son of Rema- 
I 
aa, Syria, E W and the 
- Son of Remaliah, have taken evil 
| Counſel againſt thee, ſaying, 
Let us go uf againſt Judah, and 
vex it, and let us make a s 
therein for us, and ſet a King in 
tbe midſt of it, even the Son of 
Tabeal. . 
Thus faith the Los OY It ſba 4¹ 
not ftand, neither foal it come to 


8 - 


Cannot but upon this Occaſion, deſire 
your Attention unto theſe Words ; ; 
they ſeem to me to contain much of 
| our Caſe as at this Day; for what the 
Church's Enemies were doing then againſt 
the 


our King and his Kingdoms. And as their 


Jotham, the Son of Uzziah, King of Judah, 
that Rezin, the King of Syria, and Pekah, 
ver. 6. and make a Breach upon it, and ſet 


Tabeal. 


-Panick that the King of Fudah was in, and 


ver. 2. And it was told the Houſe of David, 
ſaying, Syria is confederate with, Ephraim. 


„ 125 
( 3 ) MED! 1 0 n e 
. | 7 5 * 
the Kingdom of Fudah, and their King; 


that are our's a doing at this Time againſt © _ 


Fears were great, ſo have ours been; I could 
with our Encouragements for Deliverance 7; 
were alſo like theirs, they had a certain A- 
ſurance of it, by the Meſſage the Prophet 
came with from God to them: Bleſſed be 

God we are not without our Hopes nor 
Signs that it will be ſo by and by with us. 

In ſpeaking unto theſe Words, I ſhall take 
Notice of theſe three things: 


I. An Account given us of a Confederacy 
form'd againſt the Kingdom of Judah, and 
the principal City thereof, ver. 1. 6. And it 
came to paſs in the Days of Ahaz, the Son of 


the Son of Remaliah, King of Iſrael, wen? 
up towards Jeruſalem, to war againſt it. 


a King in the midſt of it, even the Son of 


II. Here is alſo the great Surprize and 


his People, when they were inform'd of it, 


And his Heart was moved, and the Heart 
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Xx 1I. Here is alſo the ſpecial Care of di- 
vine Providence over this Kingdom, and 
XX this City to be taken particular Notice of 
ver. 3. Then ſaid the Lord unto Iſaiah, 
Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou and 
Shearjaſhub thy Son, at the End of the 
Conduit of the upper Pool in the High 
| way of the Fuller's Field. ver. 4. And 
| ſay unto bim. Take heed, and be quiet; 
| fear not, neither be faint-hearted, for the 
** TtwoTailsof theſe ſmoking firebrands, for the 
fierce Anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the 


= $07 of Remaliah. ver. 5. Heoanſ Syria and 
= Ephraim, and the Son of Remaliah have ta- 
Len evil Counſel againſt thee, ver. 7. Thus 


faith the Lok, it ſhall not ſtand, neither 
ſhall it come to paſs. 48 * 


I. Let us confider the Confederacy it 
ſelf, and here we may obſerve two things. 

1. The Perſons. confederating and com- 
bin'd together, two Kings; the one, King 
of Iſrael, King over the Ten Tribes, and an 
Apoſtate from the Temple and true Worſhip 
of God, an idolatrous Prince and People, 
which had revolted from the Houſe of Da- 


| vid, and the Worſhip of God, in the Time 
| | of Rehoboam * ; the other was a Heathen 
| 8 | Prince 
| 


„ 


1 Kings xii. 17 
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Prince the King of Syria. Theſe two Pow- 


ers were dombin'd together, and made a 
formidable Appearance againſt Fudab. Thus 
it is with us, two formidable Powers are in 


Confederacy againſt us, France and Spain; 


two cruel tyrannical Popiſh Idolatrous Pow- 
ers, by whom our Fore-fathers ſuffered 
much, and thoſe are our profeſſed Enemies, 
as thoſe two were againſt Fudah ; and both 


of them are Apoſtates from the true Worſhip 


and Temple of God, Enemies unto the 
Proteſtant Cauſe in general, and to us in 
rticular. 5 


2. Let us take a View of this Confederacy, 


and look into the Parts of it, it was a deep 
and dangerous Deſign, it was to make War 
againft B and to vex them and make 
a Breach upon them, and to ſet up a King 
over them. ee 99 

1. This was no haſty Step of theſe two 
Kings againſt Judah, but the Reſult of 


Counſel : theſe two Courts, Syria and / 
rae] had contrived it for ſome time, and 


they were determined, if poſſible, to bring 
it to a ſpeedy Execution. They thought to 
give this King and his Kingdom ſuch a Blow, 
that they ſhould not ſee it till they felt the 
dreadful Conſequences of it ; like them of 
old *, they ſhall not know, neither ſee, till we 


come in the midſt among them, and flay them, 


and cauſe the Work to ceaſe. This preſent 


„ Neh. iv. 11. 


x Invaſion 
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Invaſion upon our Borders is not a thing juſt 
now conſulted by the two fore-mentioned 
Powers, but of long ſtanding; it was at- 
tempted many Months ago, but God broke 
their Meaſures then, and proſecuted them 
with his Winds. This bold and daring De- 
ſign of our Enemies was deeply laid at Rome, 
as well as in France and Spain; Satan's 
Hand is alſo much in this horrid Attempt. 


2. The Deſign of theſe two Powers was 


2 big-bellied Deſign, full of Miſchief ; it 
was fraught with all manner of Calamities 
Hell and Rome could invent; not only to 
waſte them by the Sword, to vex them, 
that was to throw them into the uttermoſt 


Confuſion and Diſtreſs, and to make a Breach 


upon them, and ſo pour in their Forces by 
Multitudes, that ſhould rob and ſpoil them 
of all they had: And has not this been our 
Caſe in ſome parts of our Land and King- 
doms, where theſe Banditti have been, that 
| regard not the Properties of Men, but what 
Families have labour'd hard for is taken from 


them b 4 Force and Violence. Theſe are 


__ dreadful Calamities, and all by a Set of Men 
that want to eaſe you and this Kingdom of 
our Burdens, and are to do great things for 
you ; there beginning ſheweth what we may 
expect if Power wes in their hands, but to 


vex and make a breach upon them, may re- 


gard alſo their religions Liberties, the moſt 
valuable part of all. * was the Tribe 
| that 


* 


that the Lord had put his Name in, arid 
Feruſalem was the Seat of his Preſence; here 
they came to worſhip, and brought all their 
Sacrifices and Offerings. May I not run 
the Parallel here. Has not God greatly fa- 
vour'd this Nation? Has it not been like 
Judab? What ſpiritual Bleſſings have 
wie not been favour'd withal? his Goſ- 
Fer his Worſhip, his Ordinances, and 

ave ſeen his Glory, and felt his Power in 
his Sanctuary: but was the Deſign of our 
Enemies to take place, we muſt bid farewel 
to all theſe ; our Sanctuary- Doors muſt be 
ſhut, the filver Trumpet of the Goſpel muſt 
not be heard in our Land, Idol-Worſhip ſet 
up, and we muſt be commanded to bow 
down to Stocks and Stones, to Gods that 
have Eyes but ſee not, and Ears but hear not, 
and Hands but cannot work Salvation for them 
that truſt in them ; your Bibles that you now 
can have recourſe unto muſt then be torn from 
you, and committed to the Fire ; and you 
too, as we have an Account this Morning of 
ſuch a Circumſtance in one of our News- Pa- 
pers, with this Expreſſion, Damm all Heretick 
Books, and thoſe that read them. The Truth 
of it I muſt leave; but ſure I am this is the 
Spirit of the Papiſt, as we have Inſtances e- 
nough in Hiſtory, and is what they want to 


+ Extract of a Private Letter from Halifax in the London 
Courant of the 18th of December of burning Juſtice Dackin- 
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be at again. But theſe Confederates had a 


great Mountain to remove before they could 


| > accompliſh their Deſign, to dethrone the 
Wa King of Judab, and ſet up another in his 
> 4 K. this was a great Undertakin”, and 


they were reſolved to try for it; if they could 
not do this, they could never root out true 
Religion or God's People. To deſtroy the 
Family of David is what they wanted; and 
they had already provided a Perſon to fill the 
Throne ; they had their Eye upon the Man, 
and it may be he headed ſome of the Forces 
of either of theſe Kings : He is deſcribed by 
his Name Tabeal. I cannot. find who he 
was; the Scripture is filent here; we have 
no Account of his Pedigree or Birth; he is 
El 4 to be a factious Jeu, who, hav- 
ing revolted from his Maſter the King of 
Judab, excited and ſtirred up this War a- 
gainſt him, out of an ambitious Deſign 
plucking him down from the Throne, and 
reigning in his ſtead. Some think him to be 
an Afjrian, and moſt likely; however he 
- muſt be an Idolater, one brought up and 
nurſed in Idolatry, and a fit Tool for any 
baſe Purpoſes that theſe two Kings ſhould 
_ employ him in. Is not this the very Pic- 
ture of our Enemies, that are united toge- 
ther ta dethrone our lawful King. Is not 
this the Ru” aimed at in the intended In- 
vaſion, 


1 17 Laux's 's Conneftion of the Old and New Teſtament, 
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ſuch a Revolution, if God for our Sins 
ſhould ever give us into the hand of our 
Enemies. A Reſurrection of all the Cruel- 
. ties, that the holy Martyrs ſuffered, would 


. 

% 
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vaſion, to extirpate and cut off this Family, 
that God hath done famous things by in our 
Britiſh Iſrael; a Family that came for our 
Deliverance, when Popery and Slavery was 


at the Door, and your Necks upon the Block, 
and the Axe lifted up, but God appeared for 


you. Your Enemies have a Perſon rene 


to ſet up, even the Son of Tabeal; tho' we 
knew not who he is we know whence he 
comes, where he was brought up, and 1 
what Principles too, and what he eben 


for, and what he will bring with him, nurſed 


N 


up in the blind Superſtitions of the Church 


of Rome, taught that to kill Hereticks is to 


do God good ſervice, and we know what 


- 


he cometh for, to extirpate the Proteſtant 


* 
+ 
F 


Religion, the Religion of your Bibles ; and 


.ve, now what he will bring with him too, 
a Swarm f 5 5 * that will eat up every 


green Herb; Halters, Priſons, Gibbets, Fires, 


Axes, Inquiſitions, Maſſacres, Murders of 
Kings and Princes, and all manner of In- 


ſtruments of Cruelty: This will accompany 


then take place, Converting Perſons by the 


Force of Fire and Sword, Oh! that this 


Helliſh Deſign may rouſe up every true Bri- 


ton and Proteſtant, to play the Man for 


| God, 
Key. ix. 3. 338 
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God, 1 the Cities of our God 1 Should We 


uit the Fatneſs of the Olive-tree * for the 


Bramble? No: We have taſted the Sweets 


of the Revolution under this Family, that 


we cannot by any means willingly yield our 
ew unto ſuch a Yoke, that our Forefa- 
hers were not able to bear. 


II. But let us des the gu rprize a 


Panick, that the King of 4 and his 
People were in, upon the hearing of the 
Deſign of theſe two Powers againſt him; 
' his Heart was moved as the Trees of the 
Wood are moved with the Wind. They were 
In great Conſternation ; they were agitated 
and in great Confuſion ; they knew not 
what Meaſures to take; and as to aſking 
- Counſel of the God of Abraham and Tfaac 
and Jacob, that God this wicked King had 
caſt of; nor did he ſo much as ſeek unto 
Jaiab the Prophet of the Lord, It is a 
' dreadful thing when neither Pri nor Peo- 
ple look unto God, nor ſeek untoihim ; all 
his ExpeCtation ſcemed to turn upon his 
Application unto the King of Afyria; and 
in order to obtain his Aſſiſtance, he takes 
God's Gold, that was in the Houſe of the 
Tord + ; to make a Preſent of to this King 
' be robbed God, to obtain the Help of an 
Arm of Fleſh that could not fave him. 


The 


Judg. ix. 9. 7 11,12, I 3 
Kangs xv. 18 
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The Conduct of his good Predeceſſors, ſuch 
as Aſa and Feboſbaphat, he would have no- 
thing to do with; when a numerous Army 
of a thouſand thouſand and three hundred 
Chariots came againſt him, he cried unto the 
Lord, and made his Application unto him 
who was able to deliver *, And when the 
Enemy came againſt Feboſbapbat, he called 
a Faſt +, and beſought the Lord his God, (as 
blefled be God our King hath done this 
Day, to aſk. help of the Lord ;) nay, he had 
a good Example in his own Father, of whom 
it was ſaid, he became mighty becauſe he pre- 
pared his way before the Lord his God . 
This degenerate Son of his was mad upon 
his Idols, Idolatry had blinded him, that he 
had now caſt off the true God. Oh! bleſſed 
is that Prince and that Nation that have a 
God to make their Addrefles unto in time 
of Danger! For to whom ſhould a People 
ſeek, || but unto their God. e 


III. But let us take a view of the ſpecial 
Care of God over this Nation and the chief 
City of it. The Lord had a ſpecial Regard 

unto Feruſalem and the Kingdom of Fudah ; 
his Eye was upon it for good from year ta 
year; here the Lord had recorded his Name; 

be had choſe to dwell here, it was the Place N 


3 Chron. Xiv, 11. xx. 24 
T xxvil, 6. Iſa. viii. 19. 


1 . 
of his, Preſence *, It was his Reſting - place 
he had promiſed Solomon, that he would 
have 4 Light + burning here; that this 
Throne and Kingdom ſhould be preſerved 
for his Servant David's ſake, and was till 


the near Approach of the Meffah $. Here 


God had a choſen Remnant, and a beloved 
cople, that had not bowed the Knee to 
Baal. Tho Judab had her Corruption, 
and was chargeable with many Blackſlidings, 


Jet the Prophet Hoſea faith of Judab thus, 


Ephraim, i. e. the ten Tribes, compaſſeth me 
with Lyes, and the Houſe of Iſrael with De- 
cert; but Judah || yet ruleth with God, and 
zs faithful with the Saints; in Judah his 
Name was known, and in & Salem was his 
Tabernacle, Here I would make two Re- 
marks, 


1. Let us run the Parallel between the 


Kingdom of Judab and ours. The 3 


dom of Judab was from the higheſt to the 
loweſt chargeable with great Sins and aggra- 


vated Sins; ſuch that drew out the Reſent- 


ment of God againſt them, tho' he did not 
give the Blow at this time. The King of 

udab got into the worſt Idolatry, burnt his 
Children I. in the Fire after the Abominations 
of the Heathens, and ſet up another Altar, 


and made Judab to fin in every Corner of 


FJeru- 


Pſal. cxxxii. 13. 1 1 Kings xi. 36. | 
T Gen. xlix. 10. j| Hoſ xi. 12. 


J Play. Izxi.6, + 2 Chro. xxviii. 3. 2125. 
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Peer: and ſhut up the bees of che 
ouſe of the Lord. They begun to change 
their Glory for that which could not profit 
them, and all manner of Impiety, Deceit, 
and Wickedneſs, from the rines to the 
Prophet, Prieſt, and People; all which i 
held forth by Ezekiel, Das vin. and 
the Lord did th forſake f udab utterly, 
the Church and State was 710 corrupt. Yet, 
ſaith Jeremiah *, Iſrael hath not been for- 
faken, nor Judah of of his God, 0 11 the 7.74% 
Hoſts, tho their Land was filled with Sin : 4 
gainſt the holy one of Iſrael. 7h Senſe of the 
general Corruptions of that Day, and the 
original Spring of it, was of a very hum- 
bling and affecting Nature to Iſaiah f, Nos 
is me, for T am undone, becauſe I am a Man 
of unclean Lips. Here he is laid low before 
God on the Account of his own Sins, and 
he ſaw and knew that Lip-Sins came from | 
the corrupt Fountain of the Heart; for out 
of that proceeds all manner of Sin and Un- 
cleanneſs; and he alſo adds, that thus it 
was alſo with the People, from the Foun- 
tain of a bad Heart comes all our Corrup- 
tions and Departures from God in Doctrine 
or Practice. Now, tho" this was their Caſe, 
yet the Prophet Feremiah could fay, they 
deere not forſaken of their God. Oh won- 
derful Grace indeed! God's Remnant was 
yet 3 kept Mourning before the 


Lond, 


3 + Is. vi. f. 
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Lord for all the Abominations done in the 
Land. Tho' the Land was filled with Sin, 
it was not univerſally ſo, it was not filled up, 
it was not ripe for Deſtruction ; the Spirit of 
God doth not ſay, as he did of ſome Na- 
tions, when ripe for Judgment, Their Ini- 
guities are full, Its an excellent Note of 
one * upon this Text of the Prophet Fere- 
miah, a Land may be faid to be filled with 
Sin, when all Sorts of provoking Sins abound 
in it, when there is no Exception to be put 
into the Indictment, when there is no pro- 
voking Sin to be thought on that is not in 
the Nation, for if there be but one provok- 
ing Sin abſolutely excluded there is room for 
Mercy to dwell. Ay, and a Land is filled 
with Sin, faith he, when all Sorts of Per- 
ſons in a Land are guilty of provoking Sins 
from the higheſt unto the Joweſt, He adds, 
ay miſtake me not, I do not fay all Perſons 
of all forts; God forbid! if it had been ſo, 
we had long ſince been like unto Sodom and 
Gomorrah,  _ 
| Now let us ke a view of our Condition | 
as a Nation and People, and let us not be 
partial. What great and ſpecial Tokens 
of his Preſence have we had in this Nation? 
The Voice of the Turtle has been heard in 
our Land, the Doctrine of the Reformation 
ſhane beight for ſome time, Sabbath and 
"x61 Ordi- 


p "ey Por ; Sermon _ at 2 Faſt * Dec. 22. 
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- Ordinances well attended; but how is the 
fine Gold become dim? what Departures 
from the Doctrines of the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his Worſhip, and Or- 
' dinances, and Sabbaths? what Contempt of 
them by many, and Indifferency to them by 
_ - others? what a Flood of Infidelity, and Pro- 
pPhaneneſs, and Atheiſm, and Contempt of 
Revelation? and this among all ſorts of Per- 
' ſons. (This is one of the prevailing Sins of 
' this Day.) And what Profanation of God's 
Name is continually heard in our Streets, 
the Name not uſed with that Reverence by 
Profeſſors as it ought to be ? If God ſhould 
ſay, ſhall not my Soul be avenged on this 
Nation for theſe things, who ſhall put in a 
Plea for poor England? Take the Words of 
the fame Author. Is it not known, faith 
he, what wretched and vile  Compliances 
we have had (and, let me add, have ſtill 
that nothing will go down with us but what 
comes from thence) with a neighbour-Na- 
tion, the French, following their Manners, 
imitating their Cuſtoms, when almoſt ever 
Man amongſt us talked of nothing but that 
we ſhould be deſtroyed by the French; and, 
laith he, whence' do we fear Deſolations, 
_ Confuſion, Deſtruction upon this Nation, to 
dur Religion, to our Liberties, and to our 
Lives. Is is not from papal Intereſt? And 
 _ What have we been doing for ſome Ages? 
deſerting our Principles, forſaking the Foun- 
7 "2 AR dation 
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d utian we ſtopd upon againſt. the Papacy, 
 Faregoing; thoſe avowed Principles of 2 
Fhiſt Reformęss. But, bleſſed be God ! the 

Qauſe, is not come to be thus univerſal in the 

Land, the Lord - hath ſtill a few Names in 

hie Kingdom, and many of them in this 

.Gity; that have not .defiled their Garments. 

This Providence 1 hope has awaken'd his 

People to lay hold of hi his Strength, and to 

zery mightily to him, while we confeſs with 

the Prophet Daniel, O Lord, to us belongeth 
 Gonfuion of Face, ta our Kings, to our Princes, 

1 * Fathers, wane. we have ſinned a- 

thee *; - 

rs 52, Vet if. God will, for his .own Glory 

yp for the Exaltation of his Name, fave a 

Kingdom or Nation, it ſhall not be the Ini- 

4 :quity that is found therein ſhall hinder it, 

8 as in the Caſe: of Ala and his Kingdom. 

S od will be g lorified in his own way, he 

. will work we. his Name's fake. - As to us, 

"_ what Arguments can we uſe, why the Lord E 

WW ſhould not ſuffer. the e 12 — to 

4 take place, and waſte. us, it would be juſt 

| with him, Or if be ſhould give a 4 

_Commilſion to the Mortality of our Cattle, 

God would be rightequs ;_ but the Lord hath 

put Words in our Mouths to make uſs of 

. for his Name's fake, his Goſpel's fake, and 

his People's, for herein his ey is con- 

ed. T his was * Pies. of old, and its 
an 


| 
2 


8”; 
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an important one too *, O Lord, ebough aur 
Kriguities teſtißj againſt us, do thou it for 
thy: ""_ s: fake ; For our Back/lidings- are 


many, ave  fned againſt thee. *And 
the, Latch by the: Prophet Jaiab lets the 
Church know, that What he doth in his 


Salvation for her; ſhall befor his o.]n Names 


fake:. For my Name's ſake, will I defer mine 
and for my Praiſe will I refrain for 


Alger, 
thee, that I cut thee not off.. | Behold, I have 


refined thee, but not with Silver; T have 
cboſen thee. in the: Furnace of Aflickion. For 
mane own ſake, even for my cum ſake will I 


db it ; for how ſhould my Name be polluted 2 


And Iwill not give' my. Glory unto\another +. 
If he puts his People into the Furnace; he 


will Bat only melt away their Droſs, but 
Salvation he will work for them, for his 
own Name's ſake; his People are the excel- 
lent of the Earth, in whom is all his De- 

ight, and he will not let his Glory be tar- 


niſhed, or polluted by our Antichriſtian 
Powers; that if they ſhould conquer, they 


will ay, where now is their God in whom 
they truſted, let him deliver them if he de- 
lights in them. No, faith God, my Glory 


-ſhall not be polluted, my People ſhall not 


fall into your Hands, and you ſet up your 
Idol Gods, and aleribe all to them. No; 
my Glory in ſo concerned herein, that they 
thall not be. cut off, nor will I write 1cha- 
: D bod 


* 19 2 xiy. 7. | + Iſa. xlviii. 9, 10, 11. 
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bed upon them, leaſt their Enemies ſhould 
triumph over them. This Argument Moſes 
you know made great uſe of, and ſped well 
with it, What will the Egyptians Jay, if 
thou ſroulde thus deal with them ; thus 
ſhould we plead with 'the Lord for his 
Name and Glory's fake, as David did, Help 
ut, O Lord God of our Salvation, for the 

Gery of thy Name, and deliver and purg e a- 
* our Sins for thy Name's pun _ * 


II. Well we ſee that his Lak was dls 

upon and determined to fave this Land and 
City, Judah and Feruſalem, that it, ſhould 
not be deſtroyed ; and here let us obſerve 
the Conduct of the Lord towards this Prince 
and his A; in this hs of their. — | 


| The HIKE ſends the As to kin 
= him where he ſhould find him, and how 
he ſhould not go empty-handed, - but take 
his Son with him. The Prophet was not 
ſent with a thundering Meflage to threaten 
him for his Idolatry and Wickedneſs, but 
now to comfort him under his Fears. He 
was to meet with Abaz at the End of the 
_ Conduit of the Upper-Pool in the Highway 

of the Fuller's- Field; God directs him to 
the Spot, the Place where he muſt deliver 


his Ong. this Place ſome think was a 


_ Fortifica- 
| Numb: xiy. 13, 14. * Pſal. Ixxix. 9, 10. 
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- Fortification *, and he was gone to ſee in 


what Condition it was in, that if the Ene- 


my ſhould advance towards the City, whe- 
ther they could repel them, though they were 
not ſuffered to come ſo far. Jeſephus faith, 
they marched through their whole Land to 
the very Walls of their chief City, but was 
not ſuffered to enter it, becauſe God had 
determined they ſhould not; thus God has 
done in regard unto this mad Rabble that 
was coming up to this City with much Ex- 
pectation; he has turned them back by the 
way they came, and ſo alleviated your Fears. 
But why muſt the Prophet take his Son with 
him? Thou and thy Son Shear-Faſhub go 
forth to meet Abaꝝ. The Children of this 
Prophet were for Signs and Wonders in 
tfrael +; and lo, this Child alſo had ſome- 
thing ſignificant in his Name, which ſigni- 
fies a Remnant, a Remnant beloved of God, 
as the Prophet did this Child; as though 
the Prophet ſhould fay unto the King, ſee I 
have brought my Son, the Object of my 
Love and Delight ; thus the Lord hath Sons 
and Daughters in your Kingdom, and in this 
great City, whom he delights in and loves, 
and for whoſe Sake he will preſerve this 
Kingdom and City; their Perſons are dear 
to him, and their [Intereſt is near to him. 
Note, God in his ſpecial Providence over 
Kingdoms, Nations and Cities, is often a- 
; RE wo _ fore- 
* Dayon Iſa. p. 58. + Iſa. viii. 18. 


* ( 20 ) 
fore-hand/in his kind and gracious Defigns 
on Account of his People; therein we hear 
of no Intention of the King or People to 
ſeek God, or aſk help of God, as was noted 
under another Head; but go, ſaith God, 
this is my Mind, tell them, that I have Re- 
ſerves of Mercy and Kindneſs in ſtore for 
them. How much more ſo is it true in 
a way of Grace, who of you and J here, 
ſought firſt unto the Lord, and asked a 
| -Chrift and Salvation of him for our Souls - 
| no, we ran from God by Sin, and ſhould 
| have ran our Souls into Hell, if he had not 
ſent and called after us, as he did after A 
dam *, ubere art thou ? The Text is full of 
the preventing Bleſſings of Providence, and 
many ſuch have we and our F ore-fathers of 
{ this Nation enjoyed; that we may ſay as 
David, thou haſt prevented us with the 
Bleflings of Goodneſs. 2 
2. As the Prophet's Meſſage was to 4. 
haz, ſo let us take notice of the way and 
manner, the Lord comforted him and his 
People; the Prophet's Commiſſion was full 
of Bleſſings, and if the Lord ill bleſs, who 
can refuſe it, or call it back. Balaam 
Vas certain of this, and therefore, ſaith he, 
T cannot curſe whem God has ble ed. | 
I. The Prophet comforts and encourageth 
him, by 1. of him that the Counſel of 
$9: i 


Gen. iii. 9. + Numb. xxiii. 20. 
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theſe Confederates were Evil, ſuch as the 
great God did by no means approve of, 
though he permitted it. Its one thing for 


\God to permit, and another thing for God - 4 


to approve of a thing, this Counſel was all 
Evil, and nothing elſe, ver. 5. becauſe Sy. 
ria, Epbraim, and the Son of Remaliab 
have taken evil Counſel againſt thee; God 
had pronounced that it ſhould not fland *; 
he cannot bare Evil in his Sight, and it was 
Evil in itſelf, and would produce a train of 
Evils with it; ſo are the Counſels of our 
two Confederates. They are evil Counſels 
bent againſt Chriſt, his Cauſe and Intereſt 
and People; and your Trade, and every 
Thing dear and valuable to you; he brings 
the Counſels of the Wicked to nought. As 
Job faith, He taketh the Wiſe in their “nm 
Craftwneſs, and the Counſel of the Froward 
is carnied Headlong rg. IH, 
2. The Prophet was bid to encourage 


the King and his People, by ſpeaking of 


their Enemies in a contemptible way, wer. 
4. Fear not, neither. be faint-hearted for 
the two Tails of theſe ſmoking Firebrands, 
though they ſeem dreadful in your Eyes, and 
the Eyes of the People, yet be not afraid of 
them, they are in God's Account, and they 
ſhall be in yours, but as two Tailsof ſmoking 
Firebrands, Not burning nor blazing, they 
* $15 e „ 8: 4 would 


Ia. viii, 10. + Job v. 13, 
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1 
would kindle a Fire and waſte your King- 
dom, and deſtroy this City, but they ſhall 


not, they are but Tails of Firebrands, they 


are almoſt conſumed themſelves, and ſhall 


not be able to ſmother much longer; be not 
afraid, faith the Lord. Thus the Lord com- 
forted his People, and the good King He- 


ge kiabh afterwards, when Rabſhakeb came 


with ſuch a thunderins Meſſage from Sen- 


nacherib againſt this Kingdom, that the 


People was moved with Fear; but upon the 


King and his People going. up unto the Houſe 
of the Lord, and ſpreading of the Letter 
before the Lord, an Anſwer was given unto 
the King and People much like this. This is 
the M. — which the Lord hath ſpoken con- 

cerning him, i. e. Sennacherib, the Virgin, 
the.Daug ber of Zion, hath deſpiſed thee and 


laughed Shes to Scorn; the Daughter of Je- 


2 hath ſhaken her Head at Shae . 
See when God will ariſe and plead the 
Cauſe of a People, what ſhall hinder. Now, 
faith God, will I ariſe when it may be their 
Hopes begin to fail, and the Cloud over 
their Head is very dark; this is my Time to 
work, and I will; the Church's Extremity 


| has often been the Time of God's Oppor- 


tunity; as you have it in the Pſalms; for 
the Oppreſſion of the Poor, for the fohing of 
Needy, now will 1 ariſe (faith the Lord) 
T will ſet bim in ow from bim that puf- - 

_ 


* Iſa. xxxvii. 4, 14, 22. 
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feth at him x. Our Fears have been great 
from an Invaſion. begun from Abroad, and 


not without fear of an Inſurrection at Home 


from Papiſts, under the Inſtigation of their 
Prieſts, which have ſwarmed in and about 
this great City of late Vears; but the Eye 
of the Lord is upon us, and his Proteſtant 
Cauſe in this Nation, and his Ear is ſtill 
open to our Cry under theſe Apprehenſions. 
I have found my Mind diſturbed, and I 
have found the only Way, that I have had 
Relief, has been by a frequent Application 
unto the Word and Throne of Grace, and 
TI would recommend it to you as the beſt 
way; not ſo as to lay aſide, and neglect 
all neceſſary Means to oppoſe our Ene- 
mies. I will refer you to a Word, that in 
ſuch Seaſon, gave me Comfort, and it may 
be the Pleaſure of the Lord to help you 
by it alſo, in the Prophet Micab. Now ai- 
fo many Nations are gathered againſt thee, 
that 75 let her be defiled, and let our Eye 
look upon Zion. But they know not the 
Thoughts of the Lord, neither underſtand they 
his Counſels, for he ſhall gather them as 
Sbeaves into the Floor. Ariſe, and threſh, 
O Daughter of Zion, for IT will make thine 
Horn Iron, and I will make thy Hoofs Braſs, 
and I will conſecrate their Gain unto the 
Lord, and their Subſtance unto the Lord of 
the whole Eartb +. What Conſolation flows 
05 r 
* pfal - xii. 5. + Micah iv. 12, 13. 
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* ſuch a Promiſe as this, your Enemies 
Thoughts are deep and Evil; but God's 
Thoughts are of Mercy and Good ; they 
know: not. theſe Thoughts of God to Zion 
_ ber Diſtreſs and Trouble, they think to 
and feed their Eyes with: Zion in 
ber Calachity; they would firſt defile her 
by! waſting and oppreſſing her, in ber 
Temple Worſhip and Miniſters, and then, 
like the Lion on his Prey, when he has 
made fafeiof it, look — it with Pleas 
fue; thus the Enemies of God and his 
Cheiſf, and his Church, want to do with 
us, to look on us, not to aſſiſt and help, 
— to triumph and fay, Ab, ſo would we 
have. it *; but they triumph too ſoon; for 
God's Thoughts are to ſave and help, and pull 
down and deſtroy her Enemies, her Horn 
Mall be Iron, — her Hoofs Braſs:;: the one 
to puſh down, and the other to triumph over 
her Enemies; and the Lord may do it by 
your Prayers to-day; or he can fulfil this 
Sexipture, — the Succeſſes he may give your 
Fleets and your Armies; he can make them 
te be like Horns of Iron and Haofs of Braſs, 
to batter and waſte, and deſtroy your Ene- 
mies. Zion s anointed. King, the Lord 
Chriſt, has his Throne crouded to-day with 
Thouſands of Petitions, and he may give 
Wan Bens Anſwer ſoon ; all your Moun- 
_— 7 7 + 11. 88 
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"tains of Difficulties by the Voice ef by 
Wwe . ſhall become a Plain . OX 
| In the laſt Place, the Prophet gives 
| uh King and his People the ſtrongeſt Aſſu- 
rances of tlie Fruitleſſneſs of the Enemies At- 
tempt, to bring their wicked Purpoſes to paſs. 
Thus faith the Lord God, it ſhall not ſtand, 
neither ſhall it come to paſs. If this is Gods 
Language concerning us! Oh, England, 
Scotland and Ireland, Happy art thou @-Ped- 
ple ſaved of the Lord ; then thine ' Enemits 
ſhall be found Lyars unto thee,” and thou 
ſhalt tread. upon They: High Plates. 139 TC. 
the Lord is for us, what have we then to 
fear, though many come againſt us? AgTthis 
| idolatrous Prince Abas had caſt of his Re. 
gard unto the God of Iſrael, fo he re; 
the Advice of the Prophet, if he” had any 
Miſtruſt that he came to deceive him, 
aſe now a Sign of God t; not he, his Res 
jection of this Favour from” the Lord ap- 
peareth to me to be from a Diſregard of God, 
and not from any religious Regard unto 
God. The Prophet calls God his God, tho! 
he had caſt off God, and now worthipped 
Idols ; yet God would not caft him off atithis 
Time, nor ſaffer his Enemies to dethrons 
him. God's Promiſe to David muſt ſtand; 
his good Son Hezekiah was glad of a Sign 
from 8 Good Princes are ai ang of "Sign 


* Zech. Iv. 7. 7 Deut. xxxiil. © 29. 
't Ila. vii. 11. 


Signs from God in their Favour, and more 
ſo in time of eminent Danger. How 
thankful ſhould we be, that this is not our 
Caſe to have an idolatrous Prince upon the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms; but a Prote- 
ſtant, whoſe Family has been famous for 
the Liberties of Proteſtants, to maintain 
them, and not to undermine them, but to 


eſtabliſh them. We ſhould be wanting un- 
to Chriſt the King of Kings, by whom 
Kings reign; if we did not with great 
Thankfulneſs, acknowledge the kind Hand 
of God here, and eſpecially us Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, who have with Pleaſure wor- 
ſhipped and ſerved the Lord, without Diſtur- 
bance, according unto our Conſciences, ever 
ſince this Family came to the the Throne; 
but a few Words by way of Improvement 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, and 1 have done — 
and it ſhall be a fourfold Word. 
1. Look inward on ſuch Days as theſe; 
this is one Part of our Work, for us to turn 
our Eyes inward, and examine our own 
Hearts, and ſee what Hand we have had 
in theſe preſent Calamities that are already 
upon us; are we free from Charge here? 
have not our manifold Backſlidings from 


the Lord, Neglects of Duty in the Cloſet 


and Family, and an indifferent Spirit unto 
God, and the things of God, and the Wor- 
ſhip of God ? if we have not deſpiſed his 
Sabbath, yet have we not been weary of 
0 them 


_—_ 
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them, and wanted them to be over, that 
we might get into the World to buy and 
ſell, and get gain? what a worldly Spirit have 
we brought into the Sanctuary of God? 
have we not abuſed our ſpiritual Mercies, 
as well as our Temporal ones, by our un- 
fruitfulneſs under the one, and our unthank- 
fulneſs under the other? can we acquit our- 
ſelves in this Matter? has our Converſation 
been ſo holy and ſpiritual as it ought to 
have been ? have we been circumſpect, watch - 
ful and vigilant againſt our ſpiritual Ene- 
mies ? we that have profeſſed to know the 
Lord, have we been zealous for the Lord 
our God, for Chriſt and his Goſpel-Wor- 
ſhip and Ordinances? do not we indulge a 
lazy indifferent Spirit at Home from the 
Worſhip of God ? what Excuſes will keep 
you from the Sanctuary, when far greater 
will not out of your Shops! O, Sirs, where 
is your firſt Love? On theſe Accounts the 
Lord may come out againſt us, becauſe we 
Have forſaken our firſt Love *; for theſe things 

the Lord might juſtly ſay of us, as he did of 
his People of old; you only have I known 
of all the Families of the Earth, therefore I 
will puniſh you for your Iniquities; the Lord 
has diſpenſed and handed down many Bleſ— 
ſings to us, and we have not acted up ac- 
cording unto them: And, therefore, if the 
the Lord ſhould correct us, and not leave us 
1 altogether 


Rev. ü. 4. 


a) 
altogether unpuniſhed, it would be juſt in 
him; what ſinful Conformities and Com- 
Pliances with the evil Cuſtoms of the World 
are we prone to fall into at this time of the 
Year ? take heed that by your Practices du- 
ring this Seaſon of the Year, you do not 
contradict -what you have this Day been 
humbling yourſelves before the Lord for. 1 
cloſe this Remark, with a Paſſage of great 


ors Owen, in his Sermon referred to before *, 
4 confeſs to you, faith he, give me 


« leave to ſpeak it, I am afraid the body of 


ec, fan Nation, conſidering their Conduct in 
this Sort of Duty, will make no great 
« « Work of it, towards the averting of 
* Judgments in ſuch a Day as this is; and 
&, I am afraid alſo, that the approaching Car- 
F.nwal, or time of Feaſting, will quickly 
<<: blot out all Impreſſions, that ought to be 
in the Minds of Men from ſuch a Day 
gas this is; this is all I can ſay, God 1s 
& publickly acknowledged ; and what Influ- 
<<, ence that may have in a further Suſpen- 
©* ſion of Judgment, till we are nenen pre- 
5 pared to ſeek him, I kngw not.” 43 
2. But another Part, and a chief Part of 
the Work of this Day, is to look up to ad- 
dreſs. the Lord by Prayer and Supplication ; 
this is not a Day ſo much for Preaching as 
for Prayer, confeſſing our Sins and Tranſ- 
_ before the Lord, and being humbled 


Wa 
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( 29 ) 
on the Account of them, and to intreat that 
the great Mediator would interpoſe and ſtep 
in and prevent threatened Judgments; and 
ſay, ſpare the Land becauſe there is a Bleſs. 
ing in it *; the Throne of Grace is erec- 
ted for us thus to come unto the Lord, and 
we have a powerful High- Prieſt thereon 3 
let us therefore draw near, for ourſelves, our: 
Nation, our Lives are in it; to whom 
ſhould we go but unto the Lord, and there 
abide, take no Denial, he only can ' revive 
the Work in our own Hearts, he only can 
reform a ſinful and wicked Nation ; ; he on- 
ly can ſay to the Sword, and to the _ 
lity in our Cattle, its enough, it ſhall go n 

further; how ſhould you keep cloſe to theſe 
Seaſons 'of Prayer, and this is not a Work 
of to-day only, but every Day. Would you 
have the Lord go forth with your Armies? 
lift up and keep up the Hand of Prayer. 
Remember, that when Moſes, Aaron and 
Hur, held up their Hands, Iſrael prevailed, 
but when they let down their Hands Amalek 
prevailed + ; watch to Prayer therefore and 
continue in it, we tire ſometimes- in the 
Work, the Spirit i is willing, but the Fleſh is 
weak, but bleſſed be God, our true Moſes, the 
great Mediator Jeſus Chrif (and we know 
of no other Mediator) never tires or grows / 
weary in the Cauſe and Behalf of his Peo- 
ple ; _ ſhould therefore encourage us to 
be 
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be continually looking up to him for gracious 
Anſwers of the Requeſts, that many Thou- 
ſands have preſented to him to-day ; I will 
direct my Prayer, faith David and look 
up; this Nation has been remarkably favou- 
red with Anſwers of Prayers in time paſt, 
all which ſhould help us greatly forward in 

a Perſeverance in this Work, till God ſhall 
bo his Ear unto our Cry. Keep up the 
Hand of Prayer then, till the Lord ſhall 
ſanctify this public Rod to our Souls, and 
then be aſſured (as one faith) that he will 
lay it aſide, or throw it into the Fire and 
burn it; for he doth not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the Children of Men . 

3. Let us look back alſo, and fee what 
God did in our Fathers Days, and what 
they have told us their Children, when 
their Enemies were many and great, and 
mighty ; and came out with a Reſolution, 
we will overtake and divide the Spoil ; was 
it ſo, did the Lord only look on as a fi- 
lent Spectator ; no he looked to Purpoſe 
out of the Cloud, and their Chariot-Wheels 
drove heavily, for God troubled them ; and 
| fo when Balak hired Balaam to curſe 1ſrael, 
yet all in vain, for the Curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not 
come || ; what hath God wrought? To look 
back to the times paſt, and unto the Years 
of the Right-hand of the Moſt High, is a 
. 8 ſpecial 
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* 7 
ſpecial Means in the Hand of the Spirit, to 
help our Faith and Hope ; the Lord I truſt, 
hath not ſaid of this Nation, your Wound 1s 
incurable *: Pray not for this People, I will 
not hear; no, but there are ſome Grounds 
to hope, and believe, that the Lord has 
Mercy in ſtore for us ſtill ; there is hope in 
Hrael concerning this thing, the Lord has not 
left us without his Signs ; the Spirit of Prayer 
and Supplication, that he hath poured out 
upon his People, is not to be forgot or look- 
ed over ; this is the uſual way with the Lord, 
when he hath a Bleſſing to beſtow, he will 
be ſought unto to do it for them. The 
Union of the King and both Houſes of Par- 
| lament, is a Token for Good; the united 
Voice of the People to oppoſe this Attempt 
is a Token for Good. God can only diſpoſe of 
the Hearts of his People, and over-rule the 
common Sort ; this was reckoned a Token 
for Good, when Popery and Arbitrary 
Power threatened theſe Nations Years ago, 
and to me it is ſo ſtill, How many Inſtances 
may we refer you back unto, of his won- 
derful Works 'in our Favour. Since the 
Reformation, I ſhall only mention that 
Work of Wonder, never to be forgot by 
Proteſtants, the Revolution by glorious King 
Milliam, and the memorable Firſt of Au- 
guſt. And have not our Enemies been di- 
ſtreſſed by Sea of late, and ſince the Preach- 
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ing, of this, has not the Lord thrown many 
of their Merchant-Ships into your Hands, 
and deſtroyed many of their Tranſports, and 


taken.ſome, and caſt ſome of their chief 
Ones into your Hands; theſe are Tokens for 
Good, that ſhould encourage us to truſt in 
mim ftill. Thus it was of old, and is ſo 
till, Awake, awake, put on Strength, 0 
Arm of the Lord ; awake as in the ancient 
Days, in the Generations of old. Art thou 
not it that bath cut Rhabab, and wounded 
the Dragon * ? Our Enemies Counſels are 
Evil, and we are not without Hope, that 
tlie Lord will make good the Words of the 
Text, it feall not P fans, net ther Shall it come 

20 paſs. Ne DI 
4. And laſtly, Let us A dend Gods 
Church and People ſhall not always be the 
Mark for the Enemies Arrows to ſhoot at, 
Glorious Things are ſpoken of: Zion & the 
ſhall be a quiet Habitation, for God will be 
her Glory, and ber Enemies ſhall bow down 
unto her; though they may now lift up 
the Horn on High, Tz God will recompenſe 
Tribulation + to them that bave 'troubled 
you; the Blood F the Saints ſball be a- 
venged by the God of the Saints, and Anti- 
chil ſhall fall as a Millſtone into the 
Sea and riſe no more; her Deſtruction is at 
* n your Lord will put the Cup 
into 
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. 
into her Hand that hath afflicted you, Aud 
you rejoice over her, thou Heaven, and ye holy 
Apoſtles and Prophets *; for God hath a- 


venged you of her: God may in the End of 
this Diſpenſation give ſome of the Powers of 


Antichriſt ſuch a Wound that may not be 


healed more. Myſtery Babylon the great, 


the Mother of Harlots, and Abomination 
F the Earth , ſhall be brought down, 
God hath a great Work upon the Wheel, 
and is going forth with his great Deſigns, 
not one Veſſel of his ſhall be mar- 
red; his Counſels ſhall ftand, his Pur- 

ſes cannot, nor ſhall not be broken, all 
his Promiſes ſhall be accompliſhed; in re- 
gard unto his Church, both in Mercy unto 


her, and in Judgment, unto her Efiemies, . 


the Vifion is yet for an appointed time, but 


at the End, it ſhall: ſpeak, and not lie, tho” 
it tarry ; wait for it, becauſe it will ſureiy 
come, it will not tarry . He will make 

the Place of his Sanctuary glorious, he will 
be the Glory in the midſt of ber , and upon 
all that Glory he will create a Defence ||, for 
upon all her Aſſemblies, a Cloud and Smoke ' 


Hall be by Day, and the ſhining of a flaming 


Fire by Night, - Great will be Zion's Glory 


then, by the Addition that ſhall be made + 
unto her by the Calling of the Jews, and 
the gathering of the Gentiles unto Chriſt, 
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1 34) 
and theſe two ſhall then be one Fold under 
one Shepherd, and his Name ſhall be one, 
for he ſhall be ſet up as an Enfgn for the 
Gentiles to ſeek to him, and for the Aſſemb- 
ling the Out-Cafts of Iſrael, and the diſperſed 
Judah *, from the four Corners of the 
Earth. Theſe, Sirs, are the Times of refreſh- 
ing. which ſhall. come from the Preſence of 
tbe Lord |, ſpoken of by all his holy Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, and by Chriſt himſelf, 
tor the Heavens muſt receive bim, till the times 
of: Reſtitution of all Things . Theſe Things 
thould fill our Souls with a longing Deſire 
and , earneſt groaning after that Day, when 
the Creature itſelf alſo. ſhall: be delivered 
from the Bondage of Corruption, into the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of God ||. All the 
Revolutions and Over-turnings of Kingdoms 
and Nations, ſetting up of one, and pulling 
down another, and the Claſhings of the 
Potſherds of the Earth, is in order unto the 
ſetting up of the Kingdom of Chriſt, the 
Stone cut out of Abe Mountain without 
Hands, which fhall brake in Pieces, and 
conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall land 
for ever . That Word ſhall be accompliſhed 
when it ſhall be ſaid, tbe Kingdoms of | this 
World, are become the Kingdoms of the Lord, 
and of his Chrift .; the Kings and Poten- 
tates of this World ſhall give Homage and 
93 — | Obe 
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Obedience in another manner then they have 
yet done ; tbey ſhall then kifs the Son ||, in a 
Spiritual Subjection unto him; for Kings 
ſhall be nurfing Fathers, and Queens nurfing 
Mothers *. Theſe Promiſes are on Re- 
cord, on the Word of God to encourage our 
Faith and Hope, and help us to be earneſt 
in Prayer unto the Lord, that he would 
haſten theſe Things in his own Time and 
Way. We ſhould act the Part of them of 
old, For Zion s ſake I will hold my Peace, 
and for Jerajazens's ſake we ſhould not be fi- 
lent, until the Righteouſneſs thereof go forth 
as Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as 
a Lamp that burneth +, Its a pleaſing Pro- 
ſpect unto Faith, that all Zion's Calamities 
{hall have an happy End, and that all Things 
now do, and are working for good ; all our 
Fears, Toils, Labours, Sorrows and Suffer- 
ings ſhall have an End; we ſhall forget it | 
all; our militant State is neceſſary; the | 
_ Wiſdom, Grace and Love of God hath 4 
made it ſo; we are to be taught, inſtruct- | 
ed, and made. meet for the triumphant 
World ||; of Spirits, amongſt which we 
ſhall have our Lot, The Lord will be our 
Help and that right early +. He never ſaid 
unto the Seed of Jacob, ſeek ye my Face in 
vain 1. The Church militant has a Motto, 
| | I 
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a glorious one; a prevailing one; we may 
and ſhould Slory! in it now; the Church 
er iu mphant ever — | Jehovah Shamab the 


Lord is there x 
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